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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF NANAIMO

ELECTORAL AREA ‘G’ PARKS AND OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Monday December 10, 2012
7:00 PM

(Oceanside Place, Multipurpose Room)

AGENDA

CALL TO ORDER

DELEGATIONS
Michael Jessen - Management of Trees in Boultbee Park
Motion to receive late delegation.

MINUTES

Minutes of the regular Electoral Area ‘G’ Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee
meeting held June 25, 2012

Motion to approve Minutes.
BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Lee Road Sign
CORRESPONDENSE/COMMUNICATIONS

Len Gibson Re: Wildgreen Way Trail Connection
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
REPORTS

Monthly Update of Community & Regional Parks and Trails Projects June July August
2012

Monthly Update of Community & Regional Parks and Trails Projects - September
2012

Monthly Update of Community & Regional Parks and Trails Projects - October 2012
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Electoral Area ‘G’ Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee - Agenda
December 10, 2012

Page 2
30-40 Boultbee Cottonwood Trees
41 2012 Detailed Project Plan
42 5-Year Project Planning: 2013-2017

Motion to receive Reports.
BUSINESS ARISING FROM DELEGATIONS OR COMMUNICATIONS
NEW BUSINESS
43-52 Community Parks and Trails Strategy — Northern Electoral Areas

Committee Appointments to the Community Parks and Trails Strategy Advisory
Committee (one POSAC member required)

2013 Committee Appointments

2013 Meeting Times

COMMITTEE ROUND TABLE
ADJOURNMENT
Motion to adjourn.

IN CAMERA

NEXT MEETING

TBD
Oceanside Place

Distribution: J. Stanhope, M. Corbett, B. Coath, J. Thomson, T. Osborne, W. Marshall, E. McCulloch


aharvey
Typewritten Text
30-40

aharvey
Typewritten Text
41

aharvey
Typewritten Text
42

aharvey
Typewritten Text
43-52

aharvey
Typewritten Text

aharvey
Typewritten Text

aharvey
Typewritten Text

aharvey
Typewritten Text

aharvey
Typewritten Text

aharvey
Typewritten Text

aharvey
Typewritten Text

aharvey
Typewritten Text


REGIONAL DISTRICT OF NANAIMO

MINUTES OF THE ELECTRAL AREA “ G’ PARKS AND OPEN SPACE ADVISORY
REGULAR COMMITTEE MEETING
MONDAY, JUNE 25, 2012
OCEANSIDE PLACE

Attendance: Joe Stanhope, Director, RDN Board
Brian Coath
Minnie Corbett
Jacqueline Thomson (late arrival)

Staff: Elaine McCulloch, Parks Planner

CALL TO ORDER
Director Stanhope called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

DELEGATIONS:

MOVED B. Coath SECONDED J. Stanhope to hear the late delegation of residents from Boultbee
Drive.

CARRIED
J.Thomson entered the meeting at 7:07 p.m.

The delegation raised concerns regarding thirteen (13) cottonwood trees surrounding Boultbee
Park. A petition of signatures from residents supporting the removal of the cottonwood trees
and requesting replanting of trees more suitable for the park was presented.

MINUTES

The minutes of March 19, 2012 were circulated and there was one minor amendment under
“Election of Secretary”. It should read “Minnie Corbett is elected as Secretary”.

MOVED B. Coath SECONDED J. Stanhope that the minutes of March 19, 2012 be accepted as
amended.

CARRIED
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

B. Coath advised that Emcon (Primary Contractor for M.O.T.) has graded the area on Admiral
Tyron Boulevard and they have also placed a small swale there. He also reported that Emcon is
going to donate a small concrete bench for the site. Residents seem to be happy with the work.



Minutes of the Electoral Area ‘G’ Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee
June 25, 2012
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REPORTS
Monthly Update of Community Parks and Regional Parks and Trails Projects
Ms. McCulloch provided a brief report on the Community Parks and Regional Parks and Trails
Projects for March, April, and May 2012.

Budget Highlights
Ms. McCulloch provided a copy of the 2012 Budget Highlights -Community Parks Electoral Area
G.

Miller Road Update

Ms. McCulloch reported that the project should start in mid-July 2012 with the British Columbia
Conservation Foundation (BCCF) as the prime contractor.

Letters will be sent out to area residents advising of the scope of work and the dates of
construction. Excess gravel will be removed from the site and stockpiled or other works in RDN
parks.

691 Wembley Road Rezoning
Ms. McCulloch advised that this project is still at the rezoning stage. The POSAC will be asked to
provide feedback on proposed parkland dedication when a subdivision application is received.

San Pariel Boardwalk Update

Ms. McCulloch reported that this project needs approval from both the Federal and Provincial
governments. An application has been submitted to DFO and an acknowledgement letter from
them has been received. A biologist has been hired by the RDN to work on this project along
with other projects. A meeting is being scheduled with the Provincial government staff and
design sketches are being developed.

MOVED B. Coath SECONDED J. Thomson to receive the reports.
CARRIED

BUSINESS ARISING FROM DELEGATIONS OR COMMUNICATIONS

Ms. McCulloch will follow up with Parks staff regarding the request for removal of the
cottonwood trees surrounding Boultbee Parks and the replanting with trees more suitable for
the park.

MOVED M. Corbett SECONDED B. Coath that the thirteen cottonwood trees surrounding
Boultbee Park be removed as per the delegation’s request and to replant with trees more
suitable to the park.

CARRIED

MOVED M. Corbett SECONDED B. Coath that we recommend to the RDN that cottonwood trees
not be planted in RDN parks in the future.
CARRIED
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COMMITTEE ROUND TABLE

J. Thomson raised a concern on Lee Road adjacent to the Sewage Treatment Plant. A sign
stating “No Dumping” should be placed there. Another concern was expressed regarding the
rapid spread of the Lamium plant in the area. Ms. McCulloch will follow up on both points.

J. Thomson raised a question on the protocol and process for the RDN to receive a strip of land
adjacent to waterways or creeks as parkland. Ms. McCulloch provided a brief general
outline and listed some of the criteria for accepting land as parkland.

Director Stanhope advised that the Lighthouse Community Regional Trail was opened recently.
This trail has a “tapping rail” for the visually impaired persons. It is the second accessible trail
following the trail in Cathedral Grove.

ADJOURNMENT

MOVED B. Coath SECONDED J. Thomson that the meeting be adjourned at 8:07 p.m.

CHAIR



Harvey, Ann-Marie

From: McCulloch, Elaine

Sent: Thursday, December 06, 2012 9:50 AM
To: Harvey, Ann-Marie

Subject: Fw: Bike Trail - Road Crush Required

Please include in G agenda under correspondence.

»»»»» Original Message -----

From: L. G [mailto:lg-tv@shaw.ca]

Sent: Sunday, December 02, 2012 07:44 PM

To: McCulloch, Elaine

Cc: 'hilda emery’ <h_emeryd4@hotmail.com>; 'Jim Swanson' <j.e.swanson@shaw.ca>
Subject: Re: Bike Trail - Road Crush Required

Elaine,

My apologies for delay in responding; my main computer died and 1 am using an iTouch for very basic e-mail. | therefore
do not have access to my original files Due to prior committment will not likely be able to attend meeting. However, my
original message explaining the issue would essentially be what | would be covering in person.

In summary there is a passable right-of-way between the railway station and Wildgreen Way but the surface is now
mainly the gravel naturally present in the area and that material is "rounded” making the typical narrow roadbike tire
traction unstable. One could say simply get off your bike and walk the short distance. However, many riders wear bicycle
shoes which have pedal cleats that can trap small stones making their safety release mechanisms unreliable. The senior
cycling groups on behalf of whom 1 make my proposal believe the least expensive solution lies in placing a layer of "road
crush” on this right-of-way. In our riding experience this crushed material packs well and remains in place through our
range of weather conditions. We believe that a 6-8 foot wide path to be plenty wide even if we were to encounter other
riders or walkers. To answer the question of why we ride thru' this area it is because we can avoid the busy Highway 4A
and find a safer route to/from the town core via Wildgreen and Corfield.

We trust that you can provide some recreational budget money to complete this request.

Thank you.

Len Gibson

PGOSA, Paraiso, Thursday cycling groups.

----- Original Message ----

From: Elaine McCulloch <EMcCulloch@rdn.bc.ca>

Ta: Len Gibson {Ig-tv@shaw.ca} <lg-tv@shaw.ca>»

Sent: Tue, 27 Nov 2012 11:52:29 -0700 (MST)

Subject: FW: Bike Trail - Road Crush Required

Hi Len,

Just touching base regarding this request. Has the issue been resolved yet? Maybe you could get me up to speed.

I'm putting together the Area 'G’ POSAC agenda today and was wondering if you would like to attend as a delegation or
at the very least submit a formal request {via email is fine}. The POSAC meeting is scheduled for December 10th, 7pm in
the upstairs meeting room at Oceanside Place.

Look forward to hearing from you.

Cheers,

Elaine McCulloch



Parks Planner

RDN Recreation & Parks
250 248-3252

Cell 250 927-0387

Fax 250-248-3294
www.rdn.bc.ca

From: Michel, Joan

Sent: Thursday, August 23, 2012 5:17 PM

To: Len Gibson

Cc: Wayne/Donna-Lynne Brown; Norm/QOdette Harder; Terry/Val Dyer; Jim Swanson; McCulloch, Elaine
Subject: RE: Bike Trail - Road Crush Required

Hi Len:

See helow for answers in blue.
Cheers,

loan

From: Len Gibson [mailto:lg-tv@shaw.ca)

Sent; Thursday, August 23, 2012 7:31 AM

To: Michel, Joan

Cc: Wayne/Donna-Lynne Brown; Norm/Odette Harder; Terry/Val Dyer; lim Swanson
Subject: Re: Bike Trail - Road Crush Required

Joan,

Thank you for the map provided to explain the property issues involved with this request.

Most of the "trail” (hence greatest improvement), shows as being in RDN or Area G; who is the person contact for that
need? (Is it possibly long time cyclist Frank V.??) Frank Van Eynde lives in Nanoose (Area E). Area G is Joe Stanhope's
area. As noted below, you'll need to approach the Area G Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee (POSAC) with your
request. Simplest would be if you email Elaine McCulloch, RDN Community Parks Planner {email above) and request to
attend the next G POSAC as a delegation in order to speak on the use of community park dollars for the development of
your 1rail,

The second, or north end of our need, is shown as Parksville property; we will make contact with Peter Crawshaw as
suggested.

The PGOSA group came thru' this section morning 22 August and we noted someone has placed some material at the
paved edge of the Wildgreen Way turning circle; sadly it was the worst choice of material as it acts like a "runaway truck
stop" as the narrow bike wheels bury, presenting a rider to a very sudden control problem. Give your contact over at
EMCON a call. They're the ones who maintain the roads for the Ministry. If someone's putting something on the road
that doesn't belong there, EMCON should be able to fix it.

Are you saying that request for 6' wide is "too wide"? Not too wide for trail, it's just that at 6' in width the trail starts
becoming wide enough that a car or truck might try to get through so you have to think about the need for a bollard
(post) or other vehicle block, e.g., a big rock in the middle of your 6' wide trail opening. Just something that has to be
considered. Dropping developed trait width down is another way to go, but not necessary. We would very willing accept
4 feet; anything is better than current situation!

Regards,

Len

0On 2012-07-17, at 408 PM, Michel, Joan wrote:

Hi Len,



Here's a map showing property lines. NB: air photo is never spot on when it comes to legal boundaries. The path
between the train station and the paved end of Wildgreen could well be on three properties; it's at least on the City of
Parksville's [ot and the undeveloped end of the Wildgreen Way road allowance, which is in Area G and under the
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure. Generally speaking, the Ministry won't spend on
undeveloped road allowance use by non-vehicular users. We (RDN Parks) do get involved under permit within road
allowances for non-vehicular users. To get support for pursuing a Ministry permit and expending Area G parks money to
upgrade the path and maintain in future, you would need to make your case to the Area G Parks and Open Space
Advisory Committee; their next meeting will be in September | believe, Budgets and work plans for 2013 are pulled
together in the fall. I note that right now, they're spending every available dollar on an expensive bank restoration
project along French Creek at Miller Rd Community Park.

You would need to approach the City for their section of the path. A starting point would be Peter Crawshaw, the Parks
Foreman at the City {250-951-2471}.

I'note that your trail plan of a 6' width of crush is entering the vehicle accessible realm and a barrier of some kind, e.g.,
large rocks, concrete blocks, at each end would fikely be required.

Good luck!
Cheers,

Joan

Jaan Michel

Parks and Trails Coordinator
Recreation and Parks Department
Regional District of Nanaimo

imichel@rdn.bc.ca<mailto:jmichel@rdn.be.ca>
ph 250-248-3252 or 1-888-828-2069

fax 250-248-3294
www.rdn.bc.ca<http://www.rdn.bc.ca/>

RDN Recreation and Parks, Oceanside Place
830 W. tsland Highway,Parksville, BC V9P 2X4 Register online with @ctivereg @ctive anytime, @ctive anywhere

From: Len Gibson [mailto:lg-tv@shaw.ca]
Sent: Tuesday, July 17, 2012 3:14 PM

To: Michel, Joan

Cc: Jim Swanson

Subject: Bike Trail - Road Crush Required

loan,

| have sent you this message to verify who is "responsible" respecting action.

This pathway is used on a regular basis by a number of biking groups moving to and from the Alberni Highway. The
current surface is "local subdivision soil" which is rounded, will not compact, and presents traction hazards for any
cyclist using the trail. What is needed is approximately 2 loads of highway grade crushed gravel spread over a 6' width
joining the pavement of Wildgreen Way and the Parksvile train station. (The current treatment on the train station road
surface far dust suppression has made that roadway quite nice for biking this summer).

Regards,

Len Gibson



REGIONAL

@@ DIsTRICT
St OF NANAIMO

Parks Functions Report

TO: Tom Osborne DATE: September 12,2012
General Manager of Recreation and Parks

FROM: Wendy Marshall FILE:
Manager of Parks Services

SUBJECT: Monthly Update of Community Parks and Regional Parks and Trails Projects

During June, July and August staff have been involved with the following projects and issues.
Electoral Area Community Parks

Area A
Staff completed maintenance planning for the Nelson Road boat ramp. Construction is expected to
commence in September.

Staff prepared the Electoral Area ‘A’ 2012 Budget Highlights Report, prepared and distributed the June
20" PRCC meeting agenda package and attended the meeting.

Staff prepared and submitted the April-June Periodic Progress Report for the Cedar Skateboard Bike
Park Community Recreation Grant.

Staff attended site meetings with Provincial Fisheries representatives and the neighbour to discuss
development plans at the Quennell Lake Boat Launch. Staff also prepared and submitted a MoTI
Permission to construct works application, a MoF Licence to Cut Application and contacted TimberWest,
the owner of the bottom of Quennell Lake, to ask permission to install the proposed dock.

Area B

At Rollo McClay Community Park staff inspected the water system along with Water Services staff.
Pressure washing and clean-up work was also conducted. The engineered plan for the replacement of
the irrigation pond liner was also received. Staff also received a cost estimate for parking lot
improvements.

With a great deal of help from community volunteers and members of GaLTT, sign installation began at
707 Community Park. Two large hazard trees were removed from the park near the north boundary.
Following a permit application to Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure, a damaged footbridge
was replaced with a steel culvert along the trail on Tin Can Alley which leads into 707 Community Park.

A plan for a set of replacement beach access stairs was received for South Road Community Park.
Contractor selection and development work is expected to take place this fall.

Mowing and irrigation system maintenance work continued both at Rollo McClay Community Park and
at several waterfront parks in the Whalebone area.



Removal notices were posted for abandoned boat trailers at the El Verano boat launch parking area.

Area C - Extension

Staff acquired a site survey of the Extension Miners Community Park in preparation for the construction
of a covered bridge over the creek. Staff followed up with Harold Engineering regarding the design of
the bridge.

GPS mapping data was collected at a newly acquired park on Nanaimo River Road.

Area C - East Wellington/Pleasant Valley

Mowing and grounds maintenance work continued at Anders and Dorrit’s Community Park. A site
assessment was conducted and submitted to Ministry of Environment, with the goal of removing a
number of structures, fencing and a bridge at the site. Replacement of the bridge with a culvert is
expected to be approved by the Ministry, and carried out in early fall. Haying of the field was also
completed. Safety signage was posted and GPS work was also conducted at the park.

Staff prepared the Electoral Area EW/PV 2012 Budget Highlights Report, prepared and distributed the
June 11" POSAC meeting agenda package and attended the meeting.

Staff responded to a memorial bench request for a site near Maxey Road, and liaised with Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure and Canada Post.

Playground maintenance work and tree watering was completed at Meadow Drive Community Park.

Area E
Planning and partner consultation was carried out in preparation for a vehicle barrier installation at
Schooner Ridge Path in Fairwinds.

Staff prepared the Electoral Area E 2012 Budget Highlights Report, prepared and distributed the June 4™
POSAC meeting agenda package and attended the meeting.

Staff met with Planning to discuss the recently submitted Fairwinds Lakes District and Schooner Cove
rezoning applications.

Staff planted Garry Oak seedlings at Park Place Community Park following a request from a park
steward. Ongoing watering of the new seedlings will be primarily conducted by the steward.

Staff provided site assessment feedback for community garden development work planned for Nanoose
Place.

Area F
Staff continued with LQRRP/MCP stakeholder meetings including BC Hydro, Dashwood Fire Department,
Mr. Ozero (gravel pit operator), students from Qualicum Middle School and Kwalkium Secondary School.

Staff attended a LQRRP/MCP Advisory Committee meeting to discuss the Phase 1 Engagement Summary

and to review the draft concept plans, vision, principles and design goals and draft agenda for workshop
#2. Staff attended the workshop on June 16" and prepared and distributed the Summary Notes for the
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attendees. Staff prepared and distributed Workshop #2 Summary Notes to the attendees of the second
LQRRP/MCP workshop held on June 16™.

Staff prepared and submitted the April-June Periodic Progress Report for the Meadowood Community
Park Community Recreation Grant.

Staff liaised with the Farmer’s Market Association and Veteran’s Hall Board members, seeking
completion of a community driven washroom construction project at the park.

Hazard tree inspection and tree removal work was carried out at the Malcolm Trail.

Area G

The erosion control and habitat enhancement project on French Creek was successfully completed the
first week of September. Approximately sixty meters of eroding riverbank was reinforced with boulders
and cedar rootwads that provide cover for salmon and trout. Local stream keepers will assist with
riparian planting this fall and a monitoring program over the next 2 years. The project was managed by
the BC Conservation Foundation, a local non-profit group that has successfully completed numerous
habitat improvement projects in RDN watersheds.

Staff conducted a hazard tree assessment and arborist report for two newly dedicated park properties in
the Wembley Road area. On one site staff worked with the developer to prepare applications to MoTI
for a development permit and to MFLNRO for a Licence to Cut for tree removal along the future path.
Staff prepared Trail Development Standards for the proposed multi-use trail between Wembley Road
and Ackerman Road.

Staff prepared the Electoral Area G 2012 Budget Highlights Report, prepared and distributed the June
25" POSAC meeting agenda package and attended the meeting.

Staff met with RDN Planning, the developer and their agent in regards to a proposed rezoning
application for 691 Wembley Rd (on the corner of Wembley Rd and Yellowbrick Rd) and discussed their
proposed subdivision parkland dedication. Once a rezoning proposal including an amenity contribution
of $32,000 towards the development of the Stanhope Trail and subdivision plan with 5% parkland
dedication was submitted by the developer, Parks staff attended a site visit with Planning, the developer
and their agent and submitted parks comments to Planning. Staff attended the Public Information
Meeting that was held by Planning on August 13" at Oceanside Place at which the public was informed
of the proposal and were invited to ask questions and provide feedback on the proposal.

Hazard tree removal and pruning work was carried out at Boultbee Community Park. Staff are also in
the process of assessing several Cottonwood trees. A board report will be prepared this fall discussing

the trees and the issues they cause to neighbours.

Following a vandalism and theft incident, two new memorial plaques were ordered and installed on a
donated bench at the Johnstone Road beach access site.

Staff liaised with Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure regarding a resident complaint about
herbicide use on a beach access site.

1"
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Area H

Further to a proposal by Ministry of Forests Coastal Fire Centre, staff continued planning and public
notification for urban forest fire interface work scheduled for Oakdowne Community Park. This work is
currently scheduled for this fall.

Staff conducted brushing work at several area beach access and community park sites. A beach access
site bench was relocated due to bank erosion.

Staff contacted BC Hydro regarding a request for a gate installation in the Corcan Road area, following
numerous dumping incidents. Trails from the dump site connect to Oakdowne Community Park.

A gathering at Wildwood Community Park was organized to commemorate Alice Antonelli, who led the
community’s effort to regain park tenure at Wildwood. “Alice’s Trail” signage was erected along the
main park trail. An interpretive signage fund was initiated in Alice’s memory with $225 raised and tax
receipts issued.

Staff is working with the consultant team to complete tender drawings and documentation to secure
permits for Phase 1 construction works for the Henry Morgan Park Project. Staff anticipate going out to
tender construction in early November. Staff coordinated with BC Hydro to have a utility pole removed
from Henry Morgan Community Park and relocated on the neighbour’s property.

Staff prepared the Electoral Area H 2012 Budget Highlights Report, prepared and distributed the June
27" POSAC meeting agenda package and attended the meeting.

Community Parks and Greenways Strategy

Staff is preparing to move forward with the Community Parks Greenways Strategy for Electoral Areas ‘E’,
‘F, ‘G’, and ‘H’. The goal of this project is to position the EA’s to proactively respond to opportunities
for expanding community parks and trails through development, capital works, and partnerships. The
objectives include developing a community-based parks and trails classification system including
standards and criteria; identifying significant local natural, cultural and historical features that
contribute to community character and enjoyment; and to develop trail design guidelines and
construction standards to be used in all seven Electoral Areas. Inventory and analysis work has begun
and the public engagement process is scheduled to begin in January 2013.

Regional Parks

Arboretum

Volunteers continue to source out donations to refurbish and update the historical Arboretum. Signs
have been made to replace all of the old species identification signs. Staff met at the Arboretum
property to review the installation location of a new park entry sign that is being prepared by
community volunteers. The site currently lacks formal parking; therefore staff prepared a concept plan
to locate a small (7 car) parking lot off Phoenix Way. Because this RDN owned property is within the City
of Nanaimo limits, staff is confirming whether any limitations to the installation of the parking area exist.
The parking and sign could be installed in the next month or two if there are no limitations.
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Arrowsmith CPR Regional Trail

Received notice from Island Timberlands about start of 2012 road building season and need to
reactivate week-day closure of Trail above McBey Creek. The company was advised that staff would
repost notices at trail and on RDN web site. Staff reviewed the company’s revised roading and
harvesting plan for trail area: no road across any upper loop trail, and no harvesting across oldest
section of trail.

Staff responded to Island Timberland’s call about a doused campfire at top of trail in ACRD’s park. Staff
liaised with the Alberni Clayoquot Regional District CAO on their getting involved with a Fire Control Cost
Sharing Agreement and perhaps closing their gates during times of high fire risk.

Benson Creek Falls Regional Park
Park staff installed more directional signs on the Jameson Rd entrance through the VIU woodlot and
cleaned off the three bridges off of Weigles Road.

Coats Marsh Regional Park
Park staff continued to monitor beaver debris, pond leveler and water level of the marsh. Staff are
undertaking some minor improvements to the caretaker’s cabin to improve safety and livability.

Descanso Bay Regional Park
Park staff helped the park operator by painting the four washroom buildings. New signs were installed
and all buildings painted.

Staff worked with Utilities staff on the inclusion of water testing results for the park drinking water
system on web site. Park Operator reports that more and more campers are referencing RDN web site.

Staff investigated the DFO sewage contamination notice that affected the park and briefed the park
operator.

Staff assisted the Communications Coordinator with videoing of park for HelloBC website.

Englishman River Regional Park

Park Staff carried out routine inspections of Englishman River Regional Park and Top Bridge Park. Staff
responded to maintenance issues identified by the Volunteer Park Warden including; garbage issues,
ATV trespass, vandalism, graffiti and suspect hazardous trees.

Trailhead barriers were placed at the Middlegate entrance to prevent ATV’s from accessing the park.
The project required several visits back to the site to fix the barriers due to retaliation and vandalism
from the ATV users.

Staff liaised with The Nature Trust regarding the erosion of the Clay Banks. TNT’s new Executive
Director was toured through the park and examined the Clay Banks. River drinking water quality is
being affected.

Horne Lake Regional Park

Staff worked with the Park Operator on identifying and paying for a candidate to take the Province’s
small water systems operations course and provide required daily maintenance for the new park
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drinking water system. Staff assisted Utilities staff with obtaining historical information about wells at
park.

Park staff along with RDN Water & Utility Services repaired the North Park road entrance and campsites.
Water treatment improvements were also conducted during the site visit.

Received 2012 inspection report from Tourism BC: both campground and staff given good reviews.

Lighthouse Country Regional Trail

Bids for work on drainage and accessible surfacing at the Lioness Blvd trailhead and trail were received,
mandatory site visit held and the work tendered. Staff obtained a Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure development permit for works, prepared the contract for the successful bidder and dealt
with insurance, bid bonds, security and interest payment. Staff organized a meeting of local medi-
scooter users and the contractor in order to confirm the re-alignment of baffles at rail. Prior to the
opening, during construction, staff attended several field reviews with the contractor to check
installation and note areas of deficiency for adjustment to match the drawings that were prepared. The
official trail opening occurred on the 23" of June, following the completion of the trail surfacing works
by Kivela Contracting. Interpretive signage along the trail informed visitors about local ecology.

Staff met with the Nile Creek Enhancement Society board members to review the initial planning of a
Nile Creek crossing and general approaches to bridging. Visited the aluminum bridge over Nash Creek to
examine the various ways of reducing the recreational footprint in sensitive riparian areas.

Little Qualicum River Estuary Regional Conservation Area
Parks staff installed a portion of the new fence. The remaining fence is slated to be installed September
— October.

Further to the Regional Board’s approval of a 99-year lease and revised covenant, staff worked on the
execution of the documents by Ducks Unlimited Canada and RDN, and registration with Land Titles.

Staff also worked with the BC Conservation Foundation on advancing their proposal to restore the fish
channel. Staff participated in a site meeting with the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
Operations and worked with BCCF to ensure that Ministry concerns were met. Initial restoration work
involving raising the invert and water level within the channel has been completed, and so far water is
holding. Installation of large woody debris via helicopter will follow in the coming months.

QB Streamkeepers completed work at the spit on invasive species and they are interested in continuing
to be involved with at the spit.

Little Qualicum River Regional Park

Staff met with representatives from the Dashwood Fire Dept. in mid-June, to complete the stakeholder
consultation aspect of the LQR management plan. Further edits to the plan, goals and objectives, an
online survey, website updates and mapping material was prepared by staff for the second Workshop,
held June 16. Focus was on the draft concept plan for the regional park, the draft vision, goals and
objectives. Over July and August, following the workshop, staff drafted the complete LQRRP
management plan and coordinated with mapping to produce the final concept map, based on input
received throughout the overall process. The draft will be presented to the Advisory Committee and at
a final open house for the project in October.
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Moorecroft Regional Park

Staff and consultants prepared for the final open house for the project, held June 16™ in the park.
Attendees were providing input on the draft management plan and concept plan. A final Advisory
Committee meeting was held in July to review the final draft plan and implementation strategy. The
committee reviewed input from the last Open House and provided input on dog management in the
park, as well as the many other park management topics and new capital projects proposed for the park.
Following this meeting, staff met to review the full plan in detail, focusing on the implementation
section of the plan, and provided feedback to the consultants for preparation of the final draft
management plan by the end of August. The plan will be presented to the RPTSC and Board in October.

Park Staff carried out the following works at Moorecroft Regional Park:
e Redesigned the parking area and access
e Removed an old wood shed
e Caretaker house improvements
e Ongoing trail improvements
e New signs were installed in the parking area
e Park staff informed about an old open hole. Hole was secured and filled immediately.
e Trail brushing maintenance
e Park staff liaised with FLNRO water stewardship branch regarding a pond leveler for Skipsey
Lake
e Power poles were maintained

Morden Colliery Regional Trail

Received notice from BC Parks that a large landowner is offering to eco-gift two parcels at the southeast
corner of Hemer Provincial Park for park expansion. One parcel provides opportunity to extend the
Regional Trail closer to Boat Harbour. A site visit is planned in September to find the old rail route
through the new parcel.

Mount Benson Regional Park

Staff completed signage for the kiosk to be located at the Witchcraft Lake trail head to MBRP. A
meeting with the City of Nanaimo confirmed the location of the kiosk and trail surfacing to be used
around the kiosk. Installation will happen this fall, or early spring.

Using a draft agreement provided by the City of Nanaimo, staff began the paperwork on authorization of
Regional Trail on City lands around and over Witchcraft Lake, the official trailhead for Mount Benson
Regional Park. A site meeting was held and the draft agreement edited and returned to the City for
consideration.

Staff obtained confirmation from the Recreation Sites Branch of MFLNRO that the Minister has
approved the regional trail route official status under s.56 of the Forest Act. Work has now begun on

the trail operating agreement with the Ministry.

Park staff cleaned off the Witchcraft floating boardwalk and brushed the MOTI row.
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Nanaimo River Regional Park

Park staff conducted trail maintenance as well as installed more new directional signage at the Douglas
fir growth and yield study site. Staff liaised with the Coastal Fire Centre and Forestry researchers in
preparation for fuel abatement work within research plots.

Park Staff investigated a neighbours concern regarding the possibility of invasive Giant Hogweed
growing in the park. As it turned out the plant was the native species Cow Parsnip which is very similar
in nature.

San Pareil Boardwalk

An application to construct a new boardwalk was forwarded to the Provincial and Federal governments.
A letter was received from the Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resource Operations denying the
application. The boardwalk is considered to be inconsistent with the conservation priorities established
in the Wildlife Management Plan.

Parksville - Qualicum Links

Held second 2012 quarterly meeting with local cyclists and staff from the City of Parksville and Town of
Qualicum Beach to continue discussion on how to waymark the PQB Links route. Both municipalities are
interested in seeing route marked through their jurisdictions as well, and not just within French Creek
(Area G).

Danger trees were removed from the Barclay Bridge Site.
Miscellaneous

Numerous park inspection visits and maintenance projects were conducted throughout the district
including garbage removal, brushing and trail maintenance, new sign layouts and installations, and sign
maintenance, and numerous information requests were received from the public.

Staff continued to work with the Oceanside Cycling Coalition in their efforts to get the Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure to upgrade non-vehicular passage across the Hwy 19A bridge over
French Creek. Following a site meeting with MoTI regional staff, and the press, the Ministry ordered an
in-house engineering assessment of potential bridge fixes, including cost figures, to be completed by the
end of October. Concrete no-stops at the bridge approaches have now been painted, and further
signage will be installed to help communicate the difficult passage for non-vehicular and medi-scooter
users at this bridge.

Recreation and Parks staff met with Information Services mapping staff to vet previously collected GPS
field data and to prioritize/schedule future collection sites.

Staff worked to follow up on a number of park sites that had been affected by recent falling operations
completed at the direction of BC Hydro.

Improvements were made to the operations shop, including items stemming from a health and safety
inspection. Safety equipment was organized and a Work Safe BC facility inspection was conducted.

Provided Tourism BC fact checker with information on regional parks and trails for the Oceanside
Vacation Planner.
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Joined representatives of the Downtown Nanaimo Business Improvement Area and the City of Nanaimo
Director of Parks, Recreation and Culture in a first meeting on coordinated trail planning for the City.

Assisted consultants for the Nanaimo Economic Development Commission who are working on a
Tourism Strategic Plan for the Nanaimo area (including Areas A, B, C, Lantzville and Nanaimo).

Staff posted no smoking extreme fire hazard signs at Regional Trails and Parks.
Park Use Permits and Events
Concluded park use permit application for wedding at Brickyard CP.

Researched Natural Resources Canada’s fireworks certification programs as regards the Meadowood
Way/Corcan Rd Residents’ Association park use permit application for a Halloween fireworks show and
the long standing displays at Errington CP. Liaised with Dashwood and Errington fire chiefs along with
the Finance Manager about fire department roles and issues.

A second annual Lighthouse Country Bluegrass Festival was held at Lions CP over the Canada Day long
weekend under park use permit. Event went well despite poor weather and organizers expect to
continue the event in future.

Worked with Park Operator at Descanso Bay on two park use permit applications (memorial pot luck
and a wedding). Both applications approved. Another successful Oceans Day event was also held at the
Park.

Approved the Silver Spur Riding Club’s park use permit for their annual Bob Preuss Memorial Cancer
Ride held early August. Event went well.

Worked with the Invasive Species Council of BC and their contractor Coastal Invasive Plant Committee
on a park use permit application concerning Eurasian Milfoil at Horne Lake Regional Park. Permanent
information signage erected at the park boat ramp; researchers provided with free boat launches to
undertake monitoring at Horne Lake. Permit approved.

Assisted Arrowsmith Naturalists with park use permit application for two field trips to park as part of
Naturalists’ Island Conference late September. Park Caretaker, Guy Monty, to act as guide for the field
trips. Also provided Naturalists with maps and management plans for handouts at the conference.

Completed a park use permit approval process for Learn to Fish Program, a free program for children to
be delivered at Horne Lake Regional Park over course of summer. Assisted with program promotion and
and SHAW website information.

Approved park use permit for fall environmental monitoring of the fish channel in Englishman River
Regional Park by VIU students in partnership with DFO.

Initiated a park use permit application for one-day shoot at Englishman River regional Park in late

September for a Discovery Channel film segment on beavers, as part of a show on Vancouver Island
wildlife, part of a series of shows on the wildlife of large islands around the world.
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Worked with Bike for Your Life organizers on use of PQB Links route. Key for Barclay Crescent Bridge
bollards provided to organizers.

Recommendations
That the Parks Update Report for June, July and August 2012 be received as information.

Original copy signed by W. Marshall Original copy signed by T. Osborne

Manager of Parks Services General Manager Concurrence
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Parks Functions Report

TO: Tom Osborne DATE: October 12, 2012
General Manager of Recreation and Parks

FROM: Wendy Marshall FILE:
Manager of Parks Services

SUBJECT: Monthly Update of Community Parks and Regional Parks and Trails Projects —
September 2012

During September staff have been involved with the following projects and issues.
Electoral Area Community Parks

Area A

Staff prepared and distributed a Request for Quotes for the development of the Quennell Lake Car Top
Boat Launch. A contract was awarded to Milestone Contacting and work began on September 17" with
substantial completion on September 28", Staff provided project management support for the project.
Staff submitted a signage request to MoTI for additional safety signage, no parking and no exit signage.

Staff met on site at Nelson Road with a contractor to determine site maintenance costs, and liaised with
permitting authorities regarding site development. Work program delays have pushed project
commencement to October.

Staff met on site with an arborist to assess a large maple tree requiring removal at Thelma Griffiths
Community Park. This work will be completed in early October.

Staff responded to a dumping complaint in the Kipp Road Community Park area.

Staff prepared and distributed the September 19" PRCC meeting agenda package and attended the
meeting.

Staff attended a site meeting and provided comments to Planning regarding a subdivision application on
1768 Cedar Road. A public trail through this property is identified in the Draft Cedar Main Street Report.

Area B

Following receipt of the engineered plan for the replacement of the irrigation pond liner at Rollo McClay
Community Park, staff obtained project costing and conducted site meetings with contractors.
Materials purchasing for the project was completed. Pond liner and pump house replacement work will
begin in October. Site prep, plumbing and utility work is currently underway.

With ongoing assistance from community volunteers and members of GaLTT, sign installation continued
at 707 Community Park.
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Project notification was submitted to DFO for replacement beach access stairs at South Road
Community Park. Contractor selection and development work is expected to take place this fall.

Mowing and irrigation system maintenance work continued both at Rollo McClay Community Park and
at several waterfront parks in the Whalebone area.

Staff monitored contracted garbage collection work at several sites on Gabriola Island.

Area C - East Wellington/Pleasant Valley

Mowing and grounds maintenance work continued at Anders and Dorrit’'s Community Park. Project
approval was received from Ministry of Environment for removing a number of structures, fencing and a
bridge at the site. This work is expected to begin in the fall.

Area E
Site planning work was begun for stair construction at Jack Bagley Community Park. Retaining wall
replacement at the site was completed by School District #69.

Staff prepared and submitted comments to Planning regarding the Fairwinds Lakes District and
Schooner Cove Rezoning application.

Area F

In preparation for the final Open House event October 13" staff worked on the logistics and
documentation including Phase 2 Engagement Summary, overall Preferred Concept Plan, Phase 1 Park
plan, cost estimates, survey questionnaire, and updating the website.

Site inspection and water treatment equipment assessment was completed at Errington Community
Park, in partnership with Water Services staff.

A tree assessment is underway on Carrothers and Cranswick for the next stage of the Arrowsmith
Community Trail development.

Area G

Following the completion of bank stabilization and restoration work at Miller Road Community Park,
Marine Transport Canada signage was posted on site. Replanting work will take place this fall and staff
are arranging for follow up inspections to ensure the efficacy of the works. Approximately sixty meters
of eroding riverbank was reinforced with boulders and cedar root wads that provide cover for salmon
and trout.

Staff conducted a hazard tree assessment and additional pruning work at Boultbee Community Park.

Two new picnic tables were ordered and received for installation at Neden Community Park. A garbage
can was also ordered for the site. Install of all items will be completed in October.

Park cleanup and maintenance work was carried out at Columbia Drive Community Park.
Area H

A site meeting with a contractor was held to examine stair replacement options for a beach access site
at Shoreline Drive.
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Staff continues to work with the consultant team to complete tender drawings and documentation to
secure permits for Phase 1 construction works for the Henry Morgan Project. Staff anticipate going out
to tender for construction in early November.

Community Parks and Greenways Strategy
Staff has completed the Board report and Draft Terms of Reference for consideration at the October 9™
Board meeting.

Regional Parks

Arrowsmith CPR Regional Trail
Park staff posted trail closure signs at the trailheads for active logging in the area.

Park staff replaced a vandalised McBey Bridge sign.

Beachcomber Regional Park
Park and trail inspections were conducted.

Benson Creek Falls Regional Park
Park staff conducted park inspections.

Coats Marsh Regional Park
Park staff continued to monitor beaver debris, pond leveler and water level of the marsh.

Englishman River Regional Park

Park Staff carried out routine inspections of Englishman River Regional Park and Top Bridge Park. Staff
responded to maintenance issues identified by the Volunteer Park Warden including; garbage issues,
ATV trespass, vandalism, graffiti and suspect hazardous trees.

Staff prepared trail construction signs to alert public about trail construction work being done in
October.

Horne Lake Regional Park
Staff met with the Park Operator to review issues and the upcoming contract expiry. Work and
discussion on the new contract is underway and a RFP will be issued for the operation of the park.

Lighthouse Country Regional Trail

Research was started on an interpretive sign program for RDN Parks with a goal of the development of a
production-ready pilot interpretive sign project for this park by end of year. Plans for installing a double
accessible toilet building at the parking lot are underway with construction planned before year end.

Little Qualicum River Estuary Regional Conservation Area
Parks staff finished installing the new fence.

Work continued on the restoration of the fish channel with woody debris being placed in the channel.
The work is being carried out by the BC Conservation Foundation.
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Little Qualicum River Regional Park

The Management Plan process is now in its last phase. The third Advisory Committee meeting was held
on Oct. 3 and the final public open house is planned for October 13. The DRAFT Management Plan is
completed and will be available for comment on the RDN website.

In preparation for the final Open House event October 13", staff worked on the logistics and
documentation including Phase 2 Engagement Summary, draft Final Concept Plan, survey questionnaire,
website update, and the draft Final LQR Mgt Plan including implementation priorities and costs over the
next 10 years.

Moorecroft Regional Park

Edits on the final draft Management Plan were relayed to the consultant. The latest draft is available on
RDN website for comment. A news release going out by Oct 22 will inform public of plan highlights and
requirement for dogs on-leash in the park. The plan is slated for Regional Park and Trail Select
Committee Review in December and Board Review and adoption in January.

Temporary information sign about the Pond Leveller installation at Skipsey Lake was put up.

Park Staff carried out the following works at Moorecroft Regional Park:
e Staff started to install a pond leveler at Skipsey Lake to reduce flooding caused by beaver
activity.
e Removed old picnic table from Vesper point and replaced it with three new tables
e One new picnic table was placed by the old playground area
e New boardwalk construction has started

Morden Colliery Regional Trail
Park staff inspected and maintained the trail.

Mount Benson Regional Park
Construction of trailhead kiosk is planned for this fall. Trailhead sign is in final stage for production.

Work continued on the agreements for access from Benson View Road into the park. Final edits on an
agreement with the City of Nanaimo are taking place and the agreement is expected to be ready for
board approval in November. The section 56 application for trail through a crown lot has been
approved by the Province. A board report on the trail will be prepared for the November board. The
MoTI permit application for the section of Witchcraft Trail on Harrow Rd. was approved.

Park staff cut back Alder on each side of the Te-Tux-Tin trail.

Nanaimo River Regional Park
Park staff cleaned maintained the trail and stairs. Garbage was also removed from the park.
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Trans Canada Trail

Park staff GPS’d the trails and sign locations creating a working inventory. Staff also cut back vegetation
covering stairs at the Harwood Mines trail entrance and those locations that required vegetation
removal.

Staff met with representatives of International Mountain Biking Association (IMBA). IMBA are hosting a
training session and are looking at the TCT as a potential site to carry out the training.

Parksville - Qualicum Links

Staff met with representatives from MOTI to discuss way-finding markings along the route. MOTI has
now agreed to allow signs. The signs specifications were discussed and a draft produced. Work will
continue on the sign specifications in October.

Miscellaneous

Numerous park inspection visits and maintenance projects were conducted throughout the district
including garbage removal, brushing and trail maintenance, new sign layouts and installations, and sign
maintenance, and numerous information requests were received from the public

Park Use Permits and Events

A successful one-day shoot at Englishman River regional Park took place in late September for a
Discovery Channel film segment on beavers, as part of a show on Vancouver Island wildlife, part of a
series of shows on the wildlife of large islands around the world.

Recommendations

That the Parks Update Report for September 2012 be received as information.

Original copy signed by W. Marshall Original copy signed by T. Osborne

Manager of Parks Services General Manager Concurrence
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Parks Functions Report

TO: Tom Osborne DATE: November 2, 2012
General Manager of Recreation and Parks

FROM: Wendy Marshall FILE:
Manager of Parks Services

SUBJECT: Monthly Update of Community Parks and Regional Parks and Trails Projects

During October staff have been involved with the following projects and issues.
Electoral Area Community Parks

Area A

Site development work was completed at a Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure site at Ritten
Road. This public water access has now been improved with the construction of a gravel parking lot for
increased parking, porta potty and garbage can.

At Pylades Road beach access staff cleared the trail and removed garbage.

Staff met on site with a contractor to order site maintenance work at Woodridge Community Park and
the Morden Colliery Trail entrance.

Further to a report from a park neighbour, a large maple tree and a cottonwood tree were removed at
Thelma Griffiths Community Park. Staff also bought and refinished wood for installation (in November)
on a damaged picnic table.

Staff prepared and submitted the July-September Periodic Progress Report for the Cedar Skateboard
Bike Park Community Recreation Grant.

Area B

Work is now underway for replacement of the aging irrigation pond liner at Rollo McClay Community
Park. Brush clearing and fencing work started in October and will run into November. Temporary
disconnection of electricity to the concession building is a necessary part of this project.

A hazard tree was removed at Malaspina Galleries Community Park and staff responded to a hazard tree
complaint along the park boundary of one of the Whalebone area trails.

Staff requested and received project pricing information for the replacement of beach access stairs at

South Road Community Park. Contractor selection will occur in early November, and construction work
will begin following the DFO mandated work window of December 1*.
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Mowing and irrigation system maintenance work continued both at Rollo McClay Community Park and
at several waterfront parks in the Whalebone area. Final irrigation system drainage work was also
completed in October.

Building, fence and sign maintenance work was carried out at Huxley Community Park.
Staff monitored contracted garbage collection work at several sites on Gabriola Island.

Staff prepared and distributed the October 30™ POSAC meeting agenda package, 5 year Planning
Worksheet, and attended the meeting.

Staff prepared the Draft Mudge Island Water Access Development Questionnaire for discussion at the
October POSAC meeting.

Staff met on site to discuss the process for the Huxley Park Planning Project to be carried out in 2013.
Staff also visited Rollo McClay Park to view the parking lot in order to assess the plans for expansion
next year. Ivory Way Beach Access was also visited and future upgrades were discussed.

Area C - Extension
At Extension Miners Community Park staff removed branch material from the park and trail and cleaned
the benches.

Area C - East Wellington
Mowing and grounds maintenance work continued at Anders and Dorrit’'s Community Park.

Area E

At Jack Bagley Community Park staff removed garbage and conducted an on-site meeting with a
contractor for replacement of some stairs. The School District which co-manages the site with the RDN
has now completed the replacement of a retaining wall in the parking area.

At Nanoose Road and Brickyard Community Parks staff conducted trail maintenance work.

Additional regulatory signage was ordered and received, for a scheduled installation at Nanoose Place in
early November.

Staff prepared and distributed the November 5™ POSAC meeting agenda package, and 5 year Planning
Worksheet.

Area F

Staff held the final Open House event on October 13" to receive public comments on the Draft Final
Plan for Meadowood Way Community Park. Results from the Open House and online survey will be
summarized as part of the final report to the EA F Posac. The Phase 1 design plan is being finalized with
a target date of January for construction tender and park construction in the spring. Staff also
presented the Meadowood Community Park planning process and Preferred Concept Plan at the
Corcan-Meadowood Residents Association’s Annual General Meeting held on Sunday, November 21%.
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Staff met with three representatives of the Errington War Memorial Hall Association Board to review a
draft RDN-Association operating agreement for Errington Community Park. The essential points of
agreement were discussed.

Staff prepared and submitted the July-September Periodic Progress Report for the Meadowood
Community Park Community Recreation Grant.

At Errington Community Park staff cleared the trails and removed garbage.

Area G
Staff continued with tree assessment issues at Boultbee Community Park, following a park neighbour
complaint.

Staff responded to a hazard tree report at a small Community Park property on Riley Road.

The installation of two new picnic tables and a garbage can was completed at Neden Community Park.
Tree pruning and garbage removal was also carried out.

The bank replanting work at Miller Road was completed on October 26" with the aid of several
volunteers from the Friends of French Creek and a local resident. They worked hard, in the rain, to
install close to 200 native shrubs and trees and live alder cuttings.

Area H

The Drainage Plan for Henry Morgan has been completed and submitted for the Development Permit.
The design plan has been revised to incorporate drainage works and based on the detailed cost estimate
in order to stay within budget. Staff has issued a Request for Quotation for the design/build of the
pump track component that will be received November 5. Tender documents are being finalized to
reflect the design changes with a target date of November 12" for public tender.

Thinning and pruning operations were carried out at Oakdowne Community Park. This work follows
careful planning and notification of area residents. The intent of this treatment is to reduce the fuel
loading and conifer crown closure to reduce the intensity of a wildland fire in this urban interface area
while creating defensible space for fire management crews. Completion of the project, along with
controlled burning of the removed fuel is now scheduled for the following spring.

At Thompson Clarke Trail staff cleared debris off the trail, removed debris from the ditch, and repaired a
broken fence.

At Buccaneer Beach Road staff repaired a broken bench.

At Dunsmuir Community Park staff met with the RCMP following a substantial graffiti and vandalism
incident.

Community Parks and Greenways Strategy

Staff is working on Phase 1 — Inventory and Analysis including developing base maps, researching
background reports, and creating a dedicated web page and draft survey in preparation for a meeting
with the Advisory Committee in January.
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Regional Parks

Beachcomber Regional Park
Park staff cleaned off the stairs and trails. Removed a damaged moorage sign and ordered a new one.

Benson Creek Falls Regional Park
Park staff cleaned off the bridges and trails.

Coats Marsh Regional Park
Park staff continued to monitor beaver debris, pond leveler and water level of the marsh.

Descanso Bay Regional Park
Park Roads and one campsite were graded and upgraded where drainage issues were identified. Old
stairs were removed for safety purposes.

Englishman River Regional Park

Park Staff carried out routine inspections of Englishman River Regional Park and Top Bridge Park. Staff
responded to maintenance issues identified by the Volunteer Park Warden including; garbage issues,
ATV trespass, vandalism, graffiti and suspect hazardous trees.

Park staff met with the Community Fisheries Development Centre crew leader for future trail
improvements.

Horne Lake Regional Park

Staff began work on the RFP for the Park Operator for 2013-2018. Staff is working with the current park
operator to clean up the park so that it is in neat and tidy condition for review by prospective park
operators in November.

Park staff delivered new fire pits, signs, and posts.
Lighthouse Country Regional Trail
The terms of reference is completed for the development of an interpretive sign program for Lighthouse

Country Regional Trail. A consultant will be sourced next for completion of contract by end of year.

The site plan is completed for the staging area including an accessible portable toilet and handicapped
parking. The construction is to be completed by year end.

Park staff brushed and maintained the trail.

Little Qualicum River Estuary Regional Conservation Area

Parks staff cleaned up old metal pieces scattered in the estuary. The material was brought to a recycling
facility.

Staff worked with the lawyer to pursue the correction of the Land Titles’ description of the newly

registered covenant, as per discussions with Ducks Unlimited Canada. The work is completed and the
record is now correct.
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Staff obtained an update from the BC Conservation Foundation on the successful completion of
hardscaping works at the spit fish channel. The vegetation phase is now being planned.

Little Qualicum River Regional Park

The Management Plan process is now in its final phase. The third Advisory Committee meeting was held
on Oct. 3 and the final public open house was held October 13 and on October 21* with the Corcan
Meadowood Residents Association. The DRAFT Management Plan is completed and will go to the
Regional Parks and Trails Select Committee in December for their consideration and recommendation to
the Board.

Moorecroft Regional Park

A news release announcing the final draft management plan and highlights went out Oct 22. The plan is
slated for Regional Parks and Trails Select Committee review in December and Board review in January
2013.

An interpretive sign about the purpose and benefits of the Pond Leveler installation at Skipsey Lake is
being developed.

A plan is being developed for split rail fencing at Vesper Point for protection of Garry Oak habitat. The
fencing to be installed by Spring 2013 and is being partially funding by a grant.

Park Staff carried out the following works at Moorecroft Regional Park:
e Staff removed a large amount of garbage and recycling
o Staff cleaned under the boat house
e Parking stall lines were painted on the logs in the parking area
e Pond leveler on Skipsey Lake was completed at Skipsey Lake
e A split rail fence was installed at Skipsey Lake
e Kennedy Lodge main entrance redesigned for fire requirements
e Boardwalk constructed on west trail

Morden Colliery Regional Trail
Park staff inspected and maintained the trail.

Mount Benson Regional Park
The construction of the trailhead kiosk will go ahead in November. The trailhead sign is in final stage for

production pending verification of trail mapping with GIS department.

Nanaimo River Regional Park
Park staff conducted trail maintenance.

Top Bridge Regional Trail
Park staff conducted trail maintenance.

Trans Canada Trail
A Sign for Extension Ridge Trail being replaced and redesigned in coordination with Island Timberlands.

Staff met with the TCT Vancouver Island Director and Trails BC Director to review the RDN’s short term
ability to install a Nanaimo River crossing, to complete the proposed RDN/CVRD Timberlands Rd
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trailhead re-route, and to identify an urban route for cyclists between Haslam Creek and the south side
of Nanaimo at Cedar Rd that can be signed in time for the 2017 25" anniversary of the TCT.

Witchcraft Lake Regional Trail

Further to the RDN Board’s approval of a licence from the City of Nanaimo for trail through and across
their Witchcraft Lake parklands, staff advised the City to proceed with issuing the RDN formal copy for
signature. The City will now obtain approval from its Council.

Parksville - Qualicum Links

Staff received list of way marking sign locations from MoTI, along with route confirmation from City of
Parksville and Town of QB staff. The quarterly meeting was held with the cycling working group and an
agreement on route and signage was reached. An opportunity for a December announcement to be
investigated with an official opening as part of May Bike to Work Week.

Received notice from Island Timberlands that they do not support development of a short bypass trail
for cyclists at the Harewood Mines Rd trailhead in order to avoid the eroding trough beside the
staircase. This was to have been carried out by way of a December International Mountain Bicycle
Association training course in partnership with the Nanaimo Mountain Bike Club. The Club advises that
they will instead be holding the course at Westwood Lake and creating a separate mountain bike trail
there with the support of the City.

Miscellaneous

Numerous park inspection visits and maintenance projects were conducted throughout the district
including garbage removal, brushing and trail maintenance, new sign layouts and installations, and sign
maintenance, and numerous information requests were received from the public.

Staff met with the Coastal Invasive Plant Committee operations leader to identify where they will
conduct inventory this year and invasive removal in Nanaimo River Regional Park.

Park Use Permits and Events

Concluded work with the Meadowood-Corcan Residents Association and Dashwood Fire Department on
a MCRA park use permit application to hold a second annual fireworks/bonfire/Halloween event at
Meadowood Way Community Park. This event will feature display level fireworks produced by two
federally certified supervisors. Park use permit approved.

Recommendations

That the Parks Update Report for October 2012 be received as information.

Original copy signed by W. Marshall Original copy signed by T. Osborne

Manager of Parks Services General Manager Concurrence
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RECREATION AND PARKS

TO: Tom Osborne DATE: December 4, 2012
General Manager Parks and Recreation

FROM: Wendy Marshall FILE:
Manager of Parks Services

SUBJECT: Boultbee Community Park Cottonwood Trees

PURPOSE

To provide information on the issues with the thirteen Cottonwood trees in Boultbee Community Park
and determine a course of action.

BACKGROUND

On June 25, 2012 a delegation appeared at the Electoral Area G Parks and Open Space Advisory
Committee (POSAC) regarding Cottonwood trees in Boultbee Community Park. The neighbours of the
park presented a petition requesting that the thirteen trees be removed from the park because of the
cotton seed produced each year. The residents stated that the cotton was causing maintenance and
health issues (see Appendix #1). In response, the Committee passed the following resolution.

“That the thirteen cottonwood trees surrounding Boultbee Park be removed as per the
delegation’s request and to replant with trees more suitable to the park.”

On July 24, 2012 the Area G POSAC resolution was discussed at the Regular Board Meeting and the
following resolution was passed.

“That staff prepare a report on the cottonwood trees bordering Boultbee Park with removal
costs implications, options and future plantings.”

DISCUSSION

Boultbee Community Park is a small .44 hectare park located in the Sandpiper neighbourhood of
Electoral Area G. The park is surrounded residential properties and is accessed by two entrances off
Nicolls Drive and Boultbee Drive. The subdivision where the park is located was created in the late
1970’s and the park donated by the developer in 1982. Although there are no records regarding the
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Boultbee Community Park Trees

December 4, 2012

Page 2

planting of these trees, it is assumed that they were planted in the late 70’s or early 80’s. In the late

1990’s a playground was installed in the park with help from the surrounding residents.

Black Cottonwood trees are fast growing with very large roots systems that can spread as far as 15
meters. Their extensive root systems make them very stable and when healthy are less likely to be
blown down. The trees prefer moist soil and grow to a height of 100 feet. Cottonwood trees can be an
issue in residential areas due to leaf clutter, release of the cotton seed, rapid growth, large mature size,
excessive root spread and suckering off roots and limb failure. As such they are not considered a great
species for residential areas.

The Black Cottonwood pollinates for only two weeks in April followed by the white cotton seed in late
May and early June. Many people complain of allergies to the cotton; however, the cotton is produced
at a time when many other plants are flowering and it is likely that the allergies are a result of the pollen
of other plants. Removing the cottonwood trees therefore, may not necessarily elevate allergy
symptoms.

The trees in the park were examined by an RDN parks staff member who is a Certified Arborist. In the
Arborist report (Appendix #2) it states that the Black Cottonwood trees that are located in the Boultbee
Community Park all look to be in good health. These trees show no signs of decay or pest infestation.
They all have full and healthy crowns with no visible broken limbs. However there are five co-dominant
trees that are showing included bark. Included bark can lead to a risk of failure between the two trees
or large stems making them a possible risk to property. Targets include adjacent properties and park
space including the playground. These trees will need to be monitored or removed. It should be noted
that removal of a cottonwood tree can lead to excessive suckering along the extensive root system
which can cause maintenance issues and infrastructure damage.

Because of the fast growing nature of the tree, pruning can be problematic because it causes excess
suckering in the crown of the tree which in the end results in more branches and more seed production.

POLICY IMPLICATIONS

The RDN Tree Management in Parks Policy C1.1 (Appendix #3) states that trees on parkland will only be
removed when they present a danger or are removed as part of an approved development project. It
also states that trees will not be removed for non-hazardous situations. In 2006 a request was received
to remove some cedar trees in this park. The request was denied by staff based on the Tree
Management Policy.

In comparison, the City of Nanaimo regularly receives requests for removal of trees based on tree litter
complaints. The City does not remove trees due to litter and this policy will be included in a new Tree
Protection Bylaw currently being created by the City of Nanaimo staff.

There is concern that removing all the Cottonwood trees in the park would set a precedent and lead to
other tree removal requests being brought due to non-hazardous issues.
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ALTERNATIVES

1. That all thirteen Cottonwood trees in Boultbee Community Park be removed and replaced with a
new suitable tree species.

2. That the five co-dominant Cottonwood trees in Boultbee Community Park be removed and replaced
with a new suitable tree species.

3. That all thirteen Cottonwood trees be retained.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The cost to remove the thirteen Cottonwood trees in the park would total $8,970 based on a cost of
$690 per tree. The cost to remove the five co-dominant trees is $4,400 based on a cost of $880.00 per
tree. This would be funded by the Electoral Area G Community Parks Budget.

The cost to replace the trees would be under $2,000 depending on the size and species selected.
SUSTAINABLILTY IMPLICATIONS

Trees provide many benefits to the environment and community. They remove pollutants from the
environment, provide oxygen, and provide a cooling effect in the summer while providing homes and
shelter for birds, insects and small mammals. Trees can also help in storm water management. Boultbee
Community Park does have drainage issues and these large trees help to control water by removing a
large amount through their leaves. If these trees are removed drainage problems could increase in the
park. Trees also provide an aesthetic beauty to the neighbourhood and park.

SUMMARY

Boultbee Community Park contains thirteen Black Cottonwood Trees. Neighbours adjacent to the park
have requested that the trees be removed due to maintenance and health issues caused by the cotton
seed produced by the trees in May and June. The trees in the park were examined by an RDN parks staff
member who is a Certified Arborist. In the Arborist report it states that the trees are in good health with
no signs of decay or pest infestation. However there are five co-dominant trees that are showing
included bark making them a possible risk to property. The cost to remove these five trees is $4,400.

RECOMMENDATION

That the five co-dominant Cottonwood trees in Boultbee Community Park be removed and replaced
with a new suitable tree species.

e e A

General Manager Concurrence
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Appendix I:

Photos provided by Resident
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Appendix II:

Arborist Report
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Arborist Report for Boultbee Community Park

Report submitted by: Travis Oman, Parks Technician, Regional District of Nanaimo
Certified Arborist # PN-6792A

Address: 1291 Boultbee Drive, Qualicum Beach, British Columbia

Date of site visit: August 10, 2012

Date report is submitted: November 14, 2012

Description of proposed work on property

The park property has thirteen large Black Cottonwood trees within its boundary. There are some
residents that neighbor the park that do not like the mess the trees leave in their yards. The residents
are requesting that some or all the trees be removed.

Scope of work of Arborist

To check the health and structure of the Black Cottonwood trees within Boultbee Community park.
Tree Assessment and ldentification

Tree #1

Species: Black Cottonwood, 52cm DBH, 32 meters in height.

Condition: Tree is in good health with a full crown and no signs of decay. This tree is co-dominant with
tree #2 at the base of the trunk. This union will have included bark. Tree is also showing a significant
lean towards residential property.

Course of action: Monitor or remove this tree.
Tree #2
Species: Black Cottonwood, 39 cm DBH, 32 meters in height.

Condition: Tree is in good health with a full crown and no signs of decay. This tree is co-dominant with
tree #1 at the base of the trunk. This union is showing included bark.

Course of Action: Monitor or remove this tree.
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Tree #3

Species: Black Cottonwood, 50 cm DBH, 32 meters in height.

Condition: Tree is in good health with a full crown and no signs of decay.
Course of Action: Retain this tree.

Tree #4

Species: Black Cottonwood, 45cm DBH, 29 meters in height.

Condition: Tree is in good health with a full crown and no signs of decay.
Course of Action: Retain this tree.

Tree #5

Species: Black Cottonwood, 48cm DBH, 32 meters in height.

Condition: Tree is in good health with a full crown and no signs of decay.
Course of Action: Retain this tree.

Tree #6

Species: Black Cottonwood, 43cm DBH, 27 meters in height.

Condition: Tree is in good health with a full crown and no signs of decay.
Course of Action: Retain this tree.

Tree#7

Species: Black Cottonwood, 78 cm DBH, 31 meters in height.

Condition: The trees at DBH are co-dominant and there appears to be included bark. Trees are in good
health with a full crown and no signs of decay.

Course of Action: Monitor or remove these trees.

Tree #8

Species: Black Cottonwood, 45 cm DBH, 24 meters in height.

Condition: Tree is in good health with a full crown and no signs of decay.

Course of Action: Retain this tree.

36



Boultbee Community Park Trees
December 4, 2012
Page 8

Tree #9
Species: Black Cottonwood, 58 cm DBH, 31 meters in height.

Condition: Tree is in good health with a full crown and no signs of decay. The root at the surface has
some mower damage and has extensive water sprouting.

Course of Action: Monitor or remove this tree.
Tree #10
Species: Black Cottonwood, 50 cm DBH, 28 meters in height.

Condition: Trees are in good health with a full crown and no signs of decay. The trees at breast height
are co-dominant and there appears to be included bark.

Course of Action: Monitor or remove these trees.

Tree #11

Species: Black Cottonwood, 49cm DBH, 28 meters in height.

Condition: Tree is in good health with a full crown and no signs of decay.
Course of Action: Retain this tree.

Tree #12

Species: Black Cottonwood, 25 cm DBH, 20 meters in height.

Condition: Tree is in good health with a full crown and no signs of decay.
Course of Action: Retain this tree.

Tree #13

Species: Black Cottonwood, 63 cm DBH, 33 meters in height.

Condition: Tree is in good health with a full crown and no signs of decay.

Course of Action: Retain this tree.
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Recommendations

The Black Cottonwood trees that are located in the Boultbee Community Park all look to be in good
health. These trees show no signs of decay or pest infestation. They all have full and healthy crowns
with no visible broken limbs. However there are three groups of co-dominant trees that are showing
included bark. These trees are a risk to property and will need to be monitored or removed.

Black Cottonwood trees grow very quickly and like moist soils. They have very large roots systems that
can spread as far as 15 meters. The roots will be found in moist soils. Their extensive root systems
make them very stable and when healthy are less likely to be blown down. However in a high wind
event limbs may break off.

The Black Cottonwood pollinates for only two weeks in April. The white cotton that falls in May and
June does not cause any allergic reaction in people. At that time of year there are many different types
of pollen in the air that can cause allergies (e.g. Grass).

These trees within Boultbee Community Park are healthy and in very good condition. The trees that
have co-dominant stems should be monitored or removed because the potential for property damage is
high.
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Appendix IlI:
Tree Management Policy

REGIONAL DISTRICT OF NANAIMO
POLICY

SUBJECT: RDN Tree Management in Parks POLICY NO: Cl1.1

(Recreation & Parks) CROSS REF.:
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 13, 1988 APPROVED BY: Board
REVISION DATE: March 11, 1997 PAGE: 1ofl
PURPOSE

To provide for the management of trees of trees on District controlled parkland.
POLICY

Removing or Pruning Trees

The removal or pruning of trees on District controlled parkland will be authorized only where the trees
present a danger to life and/or property or the removal or pruning is specifically authorized as part of a
District authorized development project. Trees on parkland will not be removed, pruned, thinned or
topped for reasons related to opening up personal viewscapes or other non-hazardous situations. The
Regional District will accept financial responsibility for all tree work involving hazardous trees.
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RDN ELECTORAL AREA 'G'

Community Parks

2012 Detailed Project Plan
November 2012

A suggested schedule for completion of each phase of the process is presented in the following chart.

This schedule is provided for planning purposes only and is subject to change to accommodate changing community priorities, staff resources and fundraising efforts

v' completed tasks

TASK DESCRIPTION PARK HRS 2012 TIMELINE
Administrative support for Electoral Area'G' POSAC 55
Rivers Edge CP: site assessment report | G-34 | 62
1.1|site assessment - trail & potential park development site locations
1.2|order land survey if required
1.3|memo to POSAC A 3-Dec
Boultbee CP: playground upgrade | 10| o
v' | 1.1]order and install spring toys | |
Miller CP: bank erosion | G33 | 10
v | 1.1|complete install of rip rap bank erosion protection | |
Development Application Reviews | nfa | 42
v | 1.1]Yellowbrick rezoning | |
[Property Assessment (in camera item) | na | 21
TOTAL PROJECT HRS: 190
TOTAL PARK PLANNER PROJECT HRS AVAILABLE: 200

\\rdn.local\shares\Community Services\Recreation and Parks\D69 Arena Users\PARKS\aa Community parks\_Work Plans\2012\Area G\Area G Project Planning-June 2012

Page 1 of 1
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v' completed project

Park Budgeted
Code | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | Amount Budget Notes General Notes
Administrative support for Electoral Area 'G' POSAC n/a
Development Application Reviews n/a
Property nent (in camera item) n/a
Community Parks & Trail Plan — funding provided through Community Works Fund
Rivers Edge CP: community consultation; concept design & cost estimates G-34 _| $20,000

Rivers Edge CP: playground concept design & cost estimate G-34 =

Columbia Beach: park nent (bmx trails) G-30a _
I

Rivers Edge CP: construction Phase 1 G-34

Rivers Edge CP: construction Phase 2 G-34

Lee Rd: trail development G-26

Sumar Lane: benches, plantings G-35 neighbour request
Install signs at all RDN managed water accesses n/a u EEEEEN |

Top Bridge: redevelopement of trails G-20

Miller Road: trail upgrade G-31,33

! Boultbee Dr: playground upgrade G-10

v__[Miller Rd: bank erosion control G-33
Rivers Edge CP: site nent report (playground & trails) G-34 $2,500 |property survey

\\rdn.local\shares\Community Services\Recreation and Parks\D69 Arena Users\PARKS\aa Community parks\_Work Plans\2012\Area G\Area G Project Planning-June 2012

Page 1 of 1
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@@ DiSTRICT o MEMORANDUM
St OF NANAIMO BOARD

RECREATION AND PARKS

TO: Tom Osborne DATE:  September 27, 2012
General Manager of Recreation and Parks

FROM: Wendy Marshall FILE;
Manager of Parks Services

SUBIJECT: Community Parks and Trails Strategy — Northern Electoral Areas

PURPQOSE:

To approve the Terms of Reference for the development of the Community Parks and Trails Strategy
{CPTS) for Electoral Areas E, F, G and H.

BACKGROUND

fn February, 2012, the Board approved the development of a Community Parks and Trails Strategy
(CPTS) as a Community Works Fund project. The provision of Community Parks and Trails in the
Electoral Areas is primarily accomplished through the land development process. Land development
requirements and policies are implemented through the OCP’s, Regulatory Bylaws, and the Subdivision
Bylaw. While the Regional Parks and Trails Master Plan, 2005-2015, provides the direction, policies,
priorities and actions for Regional Parks and Trails in the RDN, a similar document does not exist at the
community level. Therefore, the provision of Community Parks and Trails tends to be ad hoc and
reactive, as opposed to systematically planned. Trail design guidelines and construction standards are
also absent from the OCF’s and the Subdivision Bylaw.

The northern Electoral Areas were selected for the Strategy at this time as in recent years there has
been high volumes of subdivision applications and approvals taking place in this half of the region with
no master plan to assist in the community park dedication process. Upon completion of this project and
based on Board direction, a Community Parks and Trail Strategy can be undertaken and funded by
Community Works Funds, for Electoral Areas B, and C with updates to the trail planning documents
previously completed in Electoral Area A.

PROPOSED TERMS OF REFERENCE

Through a comprehensive public engagement process, a CPTS will be developed that will include a
Community Park and Trails classification framework; Community Park provision standard and acquisition
criteria; and conceptual park and trail plans for Electoral Areas E, F, G, and H. (Appendix 1). Trail design
guidelines and construction standards are also being developed by staff, with funding provided by
Community Works Funds, as a separate document in tandem with the CPTS.
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The Terms of Reference {Appendix Ii) provide a detailed outline of the work program for this project
including the proposed schedule and public engagement approach and deliverables. The project is
being managed by the Superintendent of Park Planning and Development (Temporary Employment
Contract Position} with assistance from other RDN staff, as needed.

The Terms of Reference proposes that an Advisory Committee be established to provide advice and
direction on the plan development and process. The proposed composition of the Committee consists
of:

s The Electoral Area Director plus one representative from each of four northern Electoral Area
Parks & Open Space Committees {POSAC)E, F, G, H

¢ (One representative from Nanoose First Nation

¢ One representative from Qualicum First Nation

e One representative from K'omoks First Nation

PROPOSED SCHEDULE
The project is scheduled to be completed by September 2013 based on the following schedule.

Phase 1: Inventory & Analysis (Sep — Dec 2012)
Research, inventory & analysis, scope of work, base mapping, Web page, logistics, draft community
survey.

Phase 2: Vision & Principles (Jan — Feb 2013)
Draft Issues, vision, principles, Advisory Committee review, workshop #1, online survey, Community
Park and Trail mapping in each EA.

Phase 3: Plan Development {(March — July 2013)
Park & trail classifications, park acquisition criteria, park provision guidelines, concept plans, Advisory
Committee review, workshop #2, online survey, implementation priorities.

Phase 4: Final Plan & Implementation (August ~ Sept 2013)
Undertake final changes, Advisory Committee review, submit final plan for Board approval.
ALTERNATIVES
1. That the Terms of Reference for the Community Parks and Trails Strategy for Electoral Areas E,
F, G and H be approved

2. That the Terms of Reference for the Community Parks and Trails Strategy for Electoral Areas E,
F, G and H not be approved and alternative direction be provided.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

The Board approved the development of the CPTS in February 2012, as a Community Works Fund
projects in the 2012 budget. The budget allocation from the Community Work Fund program for this
project is $50,000.
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SUSTAINABLILTY IMPLICATIONS

This project is consistent with several of the Sustainability Principles in the Regional Growth Strategy.
Developing this strategy for Community Parks and Trails in Electoral Areas in collaboration with local
residents will ensure that:

¢ The interconnectedness and interdependence of natural and human systems are recognized and
respected

s The qualities of place that create pride and a sense of community are nurtured

o There is equity amongst all citizens and across generations, including future generations

¢ The decision-making process is based on participation, collaboration and co-operation with
citizens, other authorities and organizations.

e Land use patterns and mobility networks are mutually supportive and work together to reduce
automaobile dependency

CONCLUSIONS

The Board approved in February 2012 the development of the Community Parks and Trails Strategy for
Electoral Areas [k, F, G and H as a Community Works Fund project. The CPTS will include a Community
Park and Trails classification framework; Community Park provision standard and acquisition criteria;
and conceptual park and trail plans.

The Terms of Reference {(Appendix II) provide a detailed outline of the work program for this project
including the proposed schedule, public engagement approach and deliverables. The process is to be
guided by an Advisory Committee for the term of the project that includes representation from Electoral
Areas E, F, G, H and local First Nations.

As the project has commenced and appointments to an Advisory Committee are required when the four
northern electoral area Parks and Open Space Advisory Committees meet in this fall, it is recommended
the Terms of Reference for the Community Parks and Trails Strategy be approved.

RECOMMENDATIONS

That the Terms of Reference for the Community Parks and Trails Strategy for Electoral Areas E, F, G and
H be approved.

%%@J&/ T o QO

Report Writer . GM Concurrence

VI/CAO Conci,Jrrence v

.
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APPENDIX |
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APPENDIX Il

Community Parks and Trails Strategy
Terms of Reference

BACKGROUND

The provision of Community Parks and Trails in the Electoral Areas is primarily accomplished through the
land development process. Land development requirements and policies are implemented through the
OCP’s, Regulatory Bylaws, and the Subdivision Bylaw. With regards to Community Parks and Trails,
there are general parkland acquisition criteria but what is lacking is a park type classification system and
park land provision guidelines. Therefore, the provision of Community Parks and Trails tends to be
adhoc and reactive, as opposed to systematically planned. Trail design guidelines and construction
standards are also absent from the OCP’s and Subdivision Bylaw.

The Regional Parks and Trails Master Plan, 2005-2015, provides the direction, policies, priorities and
actions for Regional Parks and Trails in the RDN. However, this guiding document only deals with parks
and trails at the regional scale and does not address parks and trails at the community level. Community
Parks and Trails are intended to provide for the needs of the local community and are not intended to
attract or service the broader population. Each of the Electoral Areas has their own separate tax base
and funding system to acquire and manage their system of Community Parks and Trails. Therefore, it is
expected that these facilities would primarily benefit the local residents while complementing the
regional system.

There is a need for more detailed plans that inform decisions at the community level and to ensure a
systematic and holistic approach across the RDN. While individual EA OCP’s include policies that
encourage and support the provision of Community Parks and Trails, this plan will provide the next level
of detail needed to respond to development applications in Electoral Areas E, F, G and H,

CONTEXT

The Community Parks and Trails Strategy (CPTS) wiil provide specific direction regarding the
acquisition/protection, development and management of Community Parks and Trails. Although this
plan focuses on the neighbourhood and community levels, it is intended to be complementary to the
larger Regional Parks and Trails system. It is further understood that this strategy will include linkages
and partnership opportunities between the neighbourhoods, communities, Electoral Areas, and First
Nation territories. The completed document will provide both a long range plan to guide future
Community Parks and Trails decision-making and a short term plan that lays out a program for the
period 2013-2018. Trail design guidelines and construction standards will be developed by staff in
tandem with the CPTS.

The CPTS is limited to Electoral Areas E, F, G, and H. Given the scope of this project and staff resources it

is not possible to undertake all the Electoral Areas in one planning process. The three southern Electoral
Areas will be done in the future pending funding and resources.
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Each Electoral Area is unique in terms of landscape, character, demographics, growth rates, and socio-
economics so it is important that each Electoral Area develops their own vision and Community Parks
and Trails strategy. However, there are overarching principles, goals and objectives that are common to
all Electoral Areas. Therefore the CPTS will provide a planning framework that is consistent for all
Electoral Areas and it will provide separate plans for each Electoral Area E, F, G, and H that will be
complementary to their respective OCP.

At present, Electoral Area E is the only Electoral Area in the RDN with a Parks and Trails strategy. The
Parks and Open Space Plan for Nanoose Bay was completed in 2001 and includes recommendations at
both the regional and community levels. Some of this work is reflected in the recently completed Lakes
District Neighbourhood Plan in Fairwinds. This work will be included in the development of the CPTS
and will provide a good reference point for work to be done in the other Electaral Areas.

PROIJECT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Goeals:
1. Develop a community-based parks and trails classification system and park provision guidelines
in order to rationalize existing facilities and to plan for future needs within available resources.
2. Plan for a network of community connections that supports non-motorized circulation,
promotes social interaction and is complementary to the regional trails system.

Objectives:
The following objectives are applicable to all of the Electoral Areas (E, F, G, H):

s Develop a Community Park classification framework

e Develop a Community Park land provision standard e.g. Hec/1000 population

¢ Review Community parkland acquisition criteria and revise as needed

» lIdentify significant local natural, cultural and historical features that contribute to community
character and enjoyment

o Develop a Community Trails classification framework and map existing and proposed trails

The following objectives are specific to each of the Electoral Areas (E, F, G, and H):

* Develop a Vision for the Community Parks and Trails system in each Electoral Area.

e Develop Concept Plan identifying park requirements and trail connections that need to be
formalized either through the development process andfor through RDN capital
works/partnerships

e Set of specific implementation strategies

PLANNING APPROACH

The planning approach will be undertaken in four phases over the next year, as detailed in the following
Table:

1. Inventory and Analysis

2. Visioning/principles

3. Plan Development

4. Final Plan and Implementation
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Timeline

Activity

Planning Phase

Qutcomes

Sept - Dec

Nov

Staff working group

Report to POSACs

Inventory & Analysis

Research, base mapping,
logistics, scope of work,
analysis, web page, survey

POSAC representation on
Advisory Committee

Jan

lan/Feb

Feb

Advisory Committee #1

Online survey

Workshop #1

Principles & Visioning

Terms of Reference,
schedule, issues, vision,
principles

Vision, existing park & trail
use, future needs

Overview, principles &
issues

Map significant features,
routing, destinations &
park gaps for each EA
Vision/themes

W

March/April

May

June
June

July

Staff working group

Advisory Committee #2

Online Survey
Workshop #2

Staff Working Group

Plan Development

Draft Vision, Concept Plan,
park & trail classifications,
park acquisition criteria

Review vision, plan,
classifications & criteria

Review plan, priorities
Review plan, priorities

Finalize plan

July

September

Advisory Committee #3

Beoard Report

Final Plans &
Implementation

Finalize plan
Implementation
Final Draft Plan

Adopt Plan
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PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

it is proposed that an Advisory Committee be established to provide advice and direction on materials
produced prior to public review including: vision statements, goals and objectives, issues, summaries
from public input, concept plans and other deliverables such as park classifications, park land provision
guidelines, and park acquisition criteria. The proposed composition of the Committee consists of:

o Director plus ane representative from each of four northern Electoral Area Parks & Open Space

Committees (POSAC) E, F, G, H

¢ One representative from Nanoose First Nation

e One representative from Qualicum First Nation

e One representative from K'omoks First Nation

The Term of the Committee will be for duration of the project and will end upon approval of the CPTS by
the Regional Board.

Several modes of engagement are proposed and include: Advisory Committee; workshops; online
questionnaires (using Survey Monkey); dedicated project page on the RDN website; email and telephone
correspondence including interviews with key stakeholders. The RDN website will serve as a window
into the project and the various means of participation. General advertising for engagement events will
occur, with specific invitations provided to community interest groups.

PRELIMINARY ISSUES

Parks staff have generated a preliminary list of issues that will be broadened and better understood
though the public consultation process and addressed in the Final Plans.

Trails
1. Connectivity
2. Safety
3. Design standards
4. Jurisdiction/ownership
5. Capital and operating costs
Parks
1. Land ownership
2. Land tenure
3. Implementation strategies e.g. dedication, cash in lieu, partnerships, etc.
4. Cost
5. Potential disposal of existing park land

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

The project will be managed by the Superintendent of Park Planning and Development with assistance
from other RDN staff, as needed. RDN staff wili be responsible for all aspects of project implementation
including: administrative tasks, liaison and communication, technical output, research, writing, public
consultation preparation and participation, and strategy development.
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Graphics and technical support will also be needed. The services will include setting up the webpage;
survey development and management; document formatting; workshop panels and logistics: concept
plan and analysis graphics.

Preliminary list of stakeholders

Community organizations:

¢ Northwest Nanoose Residents Association

s Fairwinds Residence Association

e French Creek Residents Association

e Sheorewood and San Pareil Owners and Residents Association
s Dashwood Residents Group

s  Bow Horne Bay Community Club

s Corcan & Meadowood Residents Association

¢ Horne Lake Strata Association

o Mapleguard Ratepayers Association

s Spider Lake Community Association

Government Agencies and First Nation Councils:

o City of Parksville

e Town of Qualicum Beach

e Qualicum First Nation, Nanoose First Naticon, K'omoks First Nation
e School District #69 (Qualicum)

e Ministry or Transportation and Infrastructure

e Ministry of Forests, Lands, and Natural Resource Operations

e Ministry of Environment

REFERENCE MATERIAL
The following is a preliminary list of reference documents:
RDN Public Consultation Policy

The Regional District of Nanaimo’s Public Consultation/Communication Framework Policy No.A1.23
measures a successful project as one that provides for meaningful and on-going public involvement, The
success of the public process component of the CPTS will be achieved through meeting the following
goals:

*» Anyone likely to be affected by a decision shall have opportunities for input into that decision;
« The consultation process shall allow for a meaningful level of involvement;

* All positions and input received will be considered; not all input can and will be accommodated;

» The process shall recognize and take into account the different characteristics and abilities of the
community;
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* The process shall recognize interdepartmental issues and concerns, and shall involve and coordinate
internal staff resources as necessary or appropriate.

e The integrity of broad public involvement must be paramount to the process and must not be
superseded by any individual or interest group;

» The RDN shall provide feedback, in a timely manner, about how public input has been utilized in
Board decisions, and how the public will be affected;

Official Community Plans

e Nanoose Bay Official Community Plan Bylaw #1400, 2005

e Electoral Area F Official Community Plan Bylaw #1152, 1999
e FElectoral Area G Official Community Plan Bylaw #1540, 2008
s Electoral Area H Official Community Plan Bylaw #1335, 2003

Other Documents
» Parks and Open Space Plan for Nanoose Bay 2001
¢ Regional Parks and Trails Plan 2005-2015

e Access to Water Sites, inventory and site descriptions for EA H, 2000
e Electoral Area A Community Trails Study, 2002
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